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A international comparative study of material mechanics educational program  
 
 

Satoru IZAWA 
 
 
      Mechanics of materials is a key subject in the Department of Mechanical Engineering. This paper discusses 
the features of the Japan, U.S. educational assessment systems, analyzing the systems of Kosen and university. We 
obtained syllabuses of material statics at random through the university’s homepage on the web. The study first 
describes the curriculum of material mechanics program and discusses total units earned. Second, we research the 
examinations and evaluation process. Third, the paper describes textbooks. In order to clarify the characteristic of 
Kosen educational program, we continuously draw a parallel between university and Kosen. We propose a new 
Kosen style teaching method, which is effective combination of lecture and exercise. 
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