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The works of Mori Ogai in the study of modern Japanese history
—ka-no-yo-ni" and his other historical novels—

Yuki MURAKAMI

Historical novels written by Ogai Mori show his high awareness of how describe history. It is considered that Ogai seems to have kept seeking the way to

e

depict history by referring to modern history. Why did he keep writing history in his last days while he had observed the modern civilization process in

#

Japan? In order to answer this question, it is necessary to examine relationship between modern history and historical novels written by Ogai. Recently,
attempts were made to understand Ogai’s history depiction comprehensively. However, little literature has demonstrated the direct influence that modern

history had on Ogai. The objective of this paper is to captured the atmosphere that created his novels by articulating his view on modern history.

KEYWORDS :Mor i Ogai, modern Japanese history, historical novels, “ka-no-yo-ni’
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