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Escape form Reservations

— Native American Identity in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian —

Takeo SEKINE

The Absolute True Diary of a Part-Time Indian (2007) deserves to be regarded as an autobiographical story of
Sherman Alexie, a Coeur d’Alene/Spokane Native American songwriter, filmmaker, comedian and writer of prose

and poetry.

Its theme is to escape from the reservations that were constructed to eliminate Native American and

still serve that nefarious influence. The protagonist, Amold Spirit, Jr, the fourteen-year-old Spokane Indian,
decides to leave the hopeless reservation and go to the high school in the white town of Reardan in search of
something hopeful. In this novel, the evocation of empathy, love and forgiveness contributes to Amold in
establishing his identity beyond the ethnicity, this must be the result of his “expanded world-view” by crossing the
borders. The aim of this paper is to examine how the protagonist establishes his own “multi-tribal” identity by

leaving reservations.
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Survival = Anger x imagination. Imagination is
the only weapon on the reservation”.
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“Why are you leaving?”
*“I have to go. I'm going to die if I don’t leav L
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The reservation system was created to
disappear and murder Indians. And I still think
to some large degree that reservations still serve
that nefarious function. 1 think Amold, by
leaving the rez, is escaping a slow-motion death
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Reservations were meant to be prisons, you
know? Indians were supposed to move onto

reservations and die. We were supposed to

disappear'”.
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Traveling between Reardan and Wellpinit,
between the little white town and the reservation,
[ always felt like a stranger.

I was half Indian in one place and half white in
the other.

It was like being Indian was my job, but it was
only a part-time job. And it didn’t pay well at
all'?.
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“My name is Junior,” I sad, “And my name is
Amold. It’s Junior and Amold. I'm both.

I felt like two different people inside of one
body".
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It really is an American immigrant tale. I was
indigenous to the land, but I was an immigrant
into the culture. An indigenous immigrant. An
ironic  indigenous immigrant, who loves
alliteration'”.

LAaL, TEEAEEIL TV Ts TBA] A
WE-BERAT 4T - T AV A TdhD Amold
TIIEDOBRITIR 2D, 7 A ) HEBAB~OREK
REHREBRIBENORAT AT« TAV D
a3 2=T7 4 28NS TE A B & 18RI,
Amold i TEA) ®aIa=F1\C (B 35
ZEEBE, RAT AT T A I EEE LY
KTDHZ ik TR EN [BE)) IC8Hs
Na7 A ) AERHEOb%E, EICHEEETH
BERAT AT T AV DVENMERTHZ &
I TRAW) 72, an s TRURFAT 4 -
TAY I FBR ) PFR—Ta o~ LBUVLTS
NV ol Ed 5 & 9 aEORES X
BRMTHHZ LITMZ, BOOREOTHRLR
W—AkOT AV HEWHEEER L TBE)
BLax bIBBA R L THBIZRVIAA TS,

EHIZ, Amold @ T#ilh) 23 TIHHER ) 226 THr
R ~OEYFCIERL, VPR—vavd
Reardan D%, fEHEFHIZANTT, #T, /31
7T, BCIIEBRCHEET I RNEESE, #iT
Junior 7*5 Amold ~:Eb DD TIE/ARL, WL
HLIZHE S TH 5, ZhiE Amold 23 DR %
HaOHRIZHRYVIAALTHN ZEEFKRLTVWA,
DL 5 a—tTROAMIEFIY, Alexie DFE
ABriznz, 9.11 UigkoOFEER~OfHRELE
FBLTWDZEDBUTOS AL B IEFHATRNS T
A9,

Ever since 9/11, | have worked hard to be
very public about my multi-tribal identity. I think
fundamentalism is the mistaken belief that one
belongs to only one tribe; I am the opposite of
that™".
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3. HRER A TR

I realized that sure, I was a Spokane Indian. I
belonged to that tribe. But I also belonged to the
tribe of American immigrants. And to the tribe
of basketball players. And to the tribe of
bookworms™.,
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Dx—A Rowdy 12 HiEHE% R, Reardan ®
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So I think my new characters carry that idea of
borders into their love lives and into their new
lives. Even if they can be successful, the idea of
borders goes beyond their ethnicity and into
their personal decisions, and they limit
themselves in other ways. Love for me has
always been political. It has always been
informed by the reservation, and it still is. I
guess some of my characters are trying to get
away from that’”.
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But [ was crying for my tribe, too. [ was crying
because I knew five or ten or fifteen more
Spokanes would die during the next year, and
that most of them would die because of booze.

I cried because so many of my fellow tribal
members were slowly killing themselves and 1
wanted them to live. I wanted them to get strong
and get sober and get the hell offthe rez™®.
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But I would also love my readers to recognize
that a small white “mainstream” town can be a
kind of death trap, too. If Gordie and Penelope,
two Amold’s white friends, | think they’d feel
just as trapped by their town and “tribe” as
Amold feels by his. Metaphorically, we all grow
up on reservations, don’t we?
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Survival is a low hope. I don’t want just survival, or
“survivance.” | want triumph!*”
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