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提供可能技術： 
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研究内容：  

１．通時的語彙研究 

 否定接頭辞付加派生語の中英語期から現代英語にかけての変遷を辿る。主に否定接頭辞 in-, un-, non-に注目し、

ゲルマン語系の語彙には通例 un-が付加されるのだが、ラテン語系の in-や non-が付加されるようになった社会的要

因や言語学要因を探る。また、ラテン語系語彙にゲルマン語系の un-が付加されるようになった要因を探っている。さら

に、異なる否定接頭辞が同一の語に付加されて派生されている二重語（あるいは三重語）を列挙し、その使用頻度を調

査している。 

 

 

２．英語コーパス利用による頻度数調査 

イギリス英語のサンプル集 the British National Corpus やアメリカ英語のサンプル集 the Corpus of Contemporary 

American English を使用し、上述のような二重語（あるいは三重語）の現代英語における頻度調査を行っている。 

 

 

３．The Oxford English Dictionary 2nd edition (OED)利用による過去の例文調査 

英語コーパスの頻度調査で調査対象とした二重語などを OED を利用して過去の例文調査を行っている。どのような

時期のどのような文献内で見られる語彙なのか、その当時の社会的要因や言語学的要因を調査するための重要な資

料として、当資料を使用している。 
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Research Contents  

The purpose of this study is to investigate primarily double negative prefixed words, called “doublets” in 

the derivational morphology like the representative pair immoral / unmoral. We propose that negative 

prefixes such as in-, un- and non- should have slight differences in linguistic features (phonology, morphology 

or semantics), and that it can be assumed that these differences have long affected English native speaker 

usage. Moreover, it is a fact that such doublets have been discernible since the Middle English (ME) period.  

We analyze the results obtained from corpora such as the British National Corpus (BNC), the Brown 

Corpus and the Frown Corpus for Present-day English (PE), and the Oxford English Dictionary 2nd edition 

(OED) for the past usages. 

Research for this study has revealed some intriguing features of the negative prefixes studied. As to the 

investigation of fundamental linguistic features, phonological distinctions can be found as in the assimilation 

and stress shift with regard to in- words, but not with regard to un- nor non- words. As for morphological 

features, the three prefixes will occur with most adjectives, but also sometimes with nouns or adverbs. The 

semantic feature of non-, which implies “contradictory negation”, is different from in- and un- implying 

“contrary negation.” 

In addition to a close examination of these features, this study discovered that some in- or un- derived 

words which were used in ME or the Modern English (ModE) period became rare or obsolete in PE because 

of the fact that one or the other of the two prefixes has come to be used in preference to the other, as may be 

seen in impossible and not unpossible, or uncertain and not incertain, and so on. 

The study concludes that even rare usages of the negative prefixes in PE are discernible in the literary 

history of English. Survey results for this study, however, would suggest that it might be more profitable to 

see each individual lexeme as possessing its own historical path rather than to rely on any overarching 

theory as an explanatory concept. 
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